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£400k funding to tackle generation gap
A TRAILBLAZING Plymouth project
aimed at bridging the generation gap
between young and old has been
awarded £400,000 of Government
funding.
Plymouth Generations Together is

designed to break down barriers
between the generations, build young
people’s self esteem and reduce older
people’s sense of isolation.
The funding bid was put together by

Plymouth City Council’s Social Inclusion
Unit, Adult Social Care department and
Plymouth Guild.
The council will lead the project

working in partnership with the
Volunteer Centre, the Phoenix
Neighbourhood Project, the Hope
BefriendingProject, Devon andCornwall

Chinese Association and Plymouth
Kurdish Community.
Besides building mutual trust and

respect between the older and younger
generations, the project also aims to
build relationships between different
ethnic groups – particularly the Kurds
and Chinese – and the wider
community.
Through a total of 1,895 volunteering

projects, young and old will be able to
exchange their skills, experience and
knowledge.
The projects are all designed to

strengthen bonds between the
generations as they work together to
makepositive contributions to their local
neighbourhoods.
City Council leader Vivien Pengelly

said: “It’s fantastic news that we’ve been
successful in securing this funding and
all credit is due to all those involved in
putting together this groundbreaking
and imaginative programme.
“I personally believe that many of the

current problems in our society stem
from the breakdown in traditional
relationships between the generations.
“When people feel isolated and

excluded for whatever reason – whether
it’s because of their age or ethnic
background – that inevitably acts as a
barrier to the creation of a strong,
cohesive and harmonious community
which will benefit us all.”
The Plymouth bid is among 12 to be

successful out of 132 applications from
all over the country.

Archive work
completed for
public to view

CITY’S PAST HAS A
SECURE FUTURE

by JANE OMARA
Herald Reporter

WORK to incorporate pictures
from The Herald into an image
bank for the public’s benefit is
complete.
Paid for by the Heritage Lottery Fund,

the project began in 2006, when city
historian and Herald writer Chris Robin-
son, a director of the city’s Barbican As-
sociation, received boxes of negatives from
The Herald and its sister paper the West-
ern Morning News.
The South West image Bank (SWiB)

was set up as a photographic archive in
2007 to mark the 50th anniversary of the
Barbican Association.
Lottery funding was secured in April

2007, and the project was given the
go-ahead to catalogue 20,000 of the es-
timated two million stock of negatives.
To celebrate the project’s completion,

directors of the association and a select
group of SWiB volunteers organised a

celebratory event at Plymouth Arts Cen-
tre’s Batter Street Studio on Friday.
Stacey Dyer, who took up the post of

archive manager in September 2007 and
now works with around 30 volunteers,
said: “We invited many of the individuals
and groups we have had the honour of
working with throughout the two years
and those we hope to work with in the
future on beneficial outreach projects, as
well as representatives from the Western
Morning News and Herald and the Her-
itage Lottery Fund.”
Professional scanning equipment and

archival cataloguing software have been
used to make digital versions of the orig-

inal negatives and to document the neg-
atives on a searchable database.
Behind the scenes of the project, the

group of 30 volunteers gave up around
3,000 hours of their time to undertake
scanning and cataloguing work.
They range from the recently retired

and photographic enthusiasts to students
from college and university who have had
placements with SWiB.
The group includes individuals with

learning difficulties who have been given
the chance to develop and apply lifelong
learning skills in a work environment.
So far, the SWiB search room has wel-

comed around 800 visitors – mostly mem-
bers of the public who are researching a
topic or simply looking for an image from
their past.
In November last year, a month-long

exhibition of Plymouth Argyle images
scanned from the collection were dis-
played as canvas prints at the Masa Fine
Art Gallery in Plymouth.
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looks at the images

Addict found
with packets
of drugs in car
A MAN who has wrestled with an
addiction to amphetamines for years
was caught with the drug and crack
cocaine in his car, a court heard.
Plymouth magistrates were told that

Martin Wildman, aged 37, had been in
and out of jail but was now ready to
tackle his habit.
He was given a six-month Drug

Referral Requirement, a course to help
him give up drugs which includes
regular testing.
Wildman, of Cornwall Street in

Devonport, had earlier admitted
possession of 40 grammes of
amphetamine and 1.7 grammes of
crack cocaine on April 6.
Alistair Verheijen, prosecuting, said

that police stopped Wildman in his car
in Lisson Grove, Mutley, at about
12.30am. He added that as Wildman
got out of the car hedroppedanorange
bag which was found to contain white
powder. Further packets of powder
were found in the car. The drugs were
estimated to be worth £567 in total on
the street.
Graham Kinchin, for Wildman, said:

“He has wrestled with an addiction to
amphetamines formany years andonly
recently has he been prepared to
accept that he has a problemandmake
admissions about his level of
addiction.”
Magistrates also put Wildman on a

12-month community order and ruled
that he should pay £60 prosecution
costs.
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